
Tamara Porras b. 1986 in Brooklyn, NY
tamaraporras.com

MFA in Fine Arts, California College of the Arts (expected May 2017)

BFA in Photography & Imaging and Journalism, New York University (May 2008)
NYU-Reynolds Program Scholar; Tisch University Honors Scholar; Richard & Mica Hadar Scholar; 
Gilman Scholar; StartingBloc Fellow. Study abroad programs in Ghana, Czech Republic, and Vietnam.

Education

Selected exhibitions and publications
Ongoing Having A Whiskey Coke With You, self-published literary ‘zine (co-founded in 2011, arts editor)
2015  outside ourselves, ourselves outside at 1340 Bryant in San Francisco, CA
  in the way we talked together (self-published artist book)
2014  insatiate an En Foco Touring Gallery Exhibition at Riverside Library, NY, NY (solo exhibition)
  Stories in the Social Landscape at NO AD (online exhibition in NYC subways)
   Stories in the Social Landscape at School of The International Center of Photography, NY, NY
2013  our city winter at Freddy’s Backroom, Brooklyn NY (co-curator)
2012   Salon Show at Greenpoint Gallery, Brooklyn, NY
   The Gowanus Art Fair at Gowanus Ballroom, Brooklyn, NY
2011   disambiguation at Freddy’s Backroom, Brooklyn NY (co-curator)
   I LIVE/I LOVE at Second Space, New York, NY
2010   Smut II: Lowbrow Society for the Arts at Brooklyn Fireproof, Brooklyn, NY
2008   Click! at Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, NY
   P+I at Calumet Gallery, New York
   Show Three at NYU Gulf + Western Gallery, New York, NY
   LINE, literary and art chapbook series, published by the Hadar Foundation
2007   Up Next at Deitch Projects, New York, NY

Teaching
Teaching Assistant, California College of the Arts (Spring 2016)

Lead Instructor, International Center of Photography (2010-2015)
 ICP Imagemakers (2013-2015)
 A yearlong course for advanced teen photographers, in black-and-white and color darkroom.   
 Co-curate culminating exhibition of student work, presented at the ICP School. Students develop a  
 personal project and artist statement, while engaging with technique, photographic history, writing,  
 public speaking, and professional development workshops to prepare for careers in photography.
 Other courses: (2010-2015)
 Photo I in Black-and-White; Photo II in Black-and-White under a variety of themes: Focusing on  
 Technique; Developing Your Portfolio; Documenting Community; Lighting for Portraiture; Picturing  
 Civil Rights

Teaching Assistant, International Center of Photography (2005-2010)



Director, Brand Photography at Teach For America (10/2013 - present), New York City
• Conceptualized and created this position overseeing photography strategy and operations at TFA, 

reporting to the Creative Director and managing Photography Producer.
• Art direction, production, photographer sourcing, picture editing for marketing photo shoots. Photo 

editor for quarterly alumni magazine, One Day Magazine.
• Develop yearly photo strategy within budget, based on team and organization needs. Evolve strategy 

throughout the year in response to emerging priorities.
• Conceptualize photo-based initiatives to tell TFA stories across digital channels and print materials.
• Collaborate across marketing team to develop photo strategy and execute tactics in campaigns, 

including video and graphic design teams.
• Lead photography professional development and training for Creative team.
• Develop culturally-competent marketing and diversity curriculum.

Manager, Digital Strategy at Teach For America (10/2012 - 9/2013), New York City
• Member of new team focused on Digital Strategy and Project Management for TFA’s Marketing team, 

developing new processes and systems to support digital marketing initiatives.
• Conducted business analysis for new features on TFA digital properties, e.g. teachforamerica.org, 

grounded in design-thinking and current UX best practices.
• Established and maintained new project management systems for developers, copywriters, strategists, 

and other stakeholders, adapting agile and waterfall methodology to meet team needs.
• Developed fluency with Drupal CMS to create and manage content.
• Conducted user research to define solutions for project requests and user acceptance testing to finalize 

build-outs.
• Researched digital trends to conceptualize digital features with optimal UX for TFA audiences.
Prior Role: Specialist, Digital Initiatives (8/2011-10/2012)

Elementary Special Education Teacher (8/2008 - 7/2011), Brooklyn, NY
• Teacher in self-contained (12:1:1) and co-teaching (ICT) settings in 3rd through 5th grades at PS 90 - 

Edna Cohen School and Achievement First Bushwick Charter School.
• Adapted 3rd grade writing curriculum with photography-based activities to address student needs.
• Created and taught after-school photography class for upper elementary students at PS 90 and 

facilitated a final exhibition of student work, in partnership with local YWCA program.
• Created and led an Adult ESL program for parents and established parent newsletter at PS 90.
• Worked with diverse group of students with disabilities, including MR, ED, LD, Speech/Language, and 

ADHD, and emotional needs.
• Led students to achieve an average of 1.4 years of reading growth per year and mastery of all grade-level 

math standards with an average of 84%. Led students to meet or exceed prior year’s assigned IEP goals.
• Collaborated with parents and school-based support team to determine the best placements for 

students. 50% of students in 2010 moved to a less restrictive environment for upcoming year.

Corps Member at Teach For America (2008 - 2010), New York City
• Selected from approximately 20,000 applicants nationwide to join national teacher corps of recent 

college graduates and professionals who commit two years to teach in under-served public schools.
• Taught in NYC public schools and completed coursework to become licensed in New York State.
• Engaged in professional development activities, including seminars, coaching, and other coursework 

specific to teaching area.

Professional Experience


